
** 
->Greetings from the folks at Hundredfold Farm and Seven Springs Tree Farm!<-

**

Hundredfold Farm is an old-fashioned neighborhood with a green future - a rural, ecologically
sustainable cohousing community located just west of Gettysburg PA.

Seven Springs Tree Farm is an organic choose & cut Christmas tree farm that specializes in
growing holiday traditions and creating lasting memories.

How Does the Greenhouse Work?How Does the Greenhouse Work?
The greenhouse at Hundredfold Farm has a unique
cultivation purpose: it’s an integral part of our community’s
water conservation efforts.

Inside, you’ll find a manmade wetland that uses plants to
purify household wastewater; the treated water is then
reused in flush toilets, and any excess is sent to drip
irrigation fields to recharge the groundwater.

The system was designed by Mike Zavoda, a wastewater
treatment & reuse expert. Zavoda also designed a similar
system that is in use at Julian Woods, a community
located near State College, PA.

A power sewer is buried outside each house, which is
essentially a grinder that turns waste into slurry; this liquid
is then pumped up to four septic tanks outside the
greenhouse. Fats, oil, grease, grit and solids will separate
as the mixture moves through this series of tanks.

At the last tank, this liquid is pumped to holding tanks inside the greenhouse where it mixes
with oxygen; this is the first step in many wastewater treatment systems. Because of the
oxygenation, the liquid is not foul smelling; in fact, it smells like spicy tea, as Bill gladly
demonstrates.

After further filtering in a clarifier tank, the liquid flows
underground into a four-foot deep gravel bed (which
simulates a marsh) and wastewater works its way
up, just a few inches down from surface. The plant
roots and natural bacteria “digest” the solids, taking
up the nutrients that they need and cleaning the
wastewater in the process.

10 varieties of our plants are from the Chesapeake
Bay, the same type of reeds, rushes, and lilies that

are used in the bay restoration project. Canna and elephant ear happened to be on clearance
from Lowes and have thrived in our greenhouse!

The final series of three tanks duplicate a lake or
pond, containing water hyacinth, snails, and
other invertebrates to continue the purification.
The water then goes into a finishing tank for the
last biological treatment.

As a final step, the water goes through a whole
house water filter and UV light to kill viruses. Our
water is sampled for weekly water testing
(turbidity, fecal coloform, etc.), and we have
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always exceeded standards for purity.

This greenhouse is considered a licensed
wastewater system that can process 4,000
gallons per day, the use based on most
suburban homes. With 10 homes, we are
currently processing less than 400 gallons per
day. Residents are proud to say that
Hundredfold Farm is a demonstration of water
conservation efforts put into action!

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events
September 16-18 - The Pennsylvania Renewable Energy Festival, held at the Kempton
Community Center in Berks County, PA. Joel Plotkin will be giving a talk about Hundredfold
Farm on Friday 9/16 at 3 p.m.

September 18 - 20th Annual Adams County Heritage Festival, held at the Gettysburg Rec
Park from 12 - 5 p.m. Stop by our information booth, and talk to community residents.

October 1 - 7th Annual Mother Earth Harvest Festival, held at Spoutwood Farm in Glen
Rock, PA from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Stop by our information booth, and talk to community residents.

October 15 - Hundredfold Fall Festival, from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Home and greenhouse tours, nature walk, conversation with community residents, and snacks
at the farm house.

Seven Springs Tree Farm UpdateSeven Springs Tree Farm Update
Seven Springs has over 25,000 trees on our 80-acre
property. The trees include Douglas Fir, Blue Spruce
and White Pine - and all of our trees are pesticide
spray-free! Most of the trees sold each year are
choose & cut. We provide the saw, you cut, and we
haul the tree back with one of our farm trucks. Your
tree is then shaken and baled; for those with a Stand
Straight tree stand, the tree trunk will then get drilled.

If you don't have a Stand Straight tree stand, you
should budget for one this year - an investment of just
$29.95 that you will use every Christmas season. With
these stands, there is no more crawling around under
your tree, turning thumb screws, the tree falling on
you, and marital hostility and arguing. Save your
marriage and a visit to your chiropractor by getting a
Stand Straight tree stand. All you need to do is take
the tree, bundled by our capable staff, and drop the
pre-drilled trunk down over the peg, then cut the rope
bundling the tree, and voilà - a straight, no hassle tree,

ready to decorate!

Visiting Hundredfold FarmVisiting Hundredfold Farm
You don’t need to wait for an event to visit us! Tours are available by appointment. 
Please call Gretchen, our Outreach Coordinator, at 717-334-4587 to arrange a visit.

ClassifiedsClassifieds
A Room, A Home, An Experience

FOR RENT: 15 x 15 sq. ft. bedroom with closet, local
cable TV, wireless internet, shared kitchen, living room,
dining area. Experience living in a cohousing community
on an 80-acre tree farm with walking paths, friendly
neighbors and weekly common meals. $350 plus one
month security deposit; includes all utilities. Please
provide references. Call Linda Miller at (717) 385-4931.

1988 Ford F-150 truck, for parts or project
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This truck was used by Seven Springs Tree Farm for the
last four years, up until November 2010. It always started
and ran fine until Bill tried to start it one morning and it
just wouldn’t turn over. Our mechanic thinks it may have
rolled a main bearing. They tried to get the engine to
crank, but had no luck. Some parts have been removed to
use on a 1989 F-150. The engine is seized and the

brakes leak fluid. The starter motor is relatively new, and a used transfer case was installed in
2009. The tailgate has a big dent in it and the latches have been removed. May be good for
parts or a weekend project - Sold AS IS. $700 or best offer. Call Bill at 717-337-2212.

Solar home for sale at Hundredfold Farm

Built in 2007, this beautiful home is located in
Pennsylvania's first ecologically sustainable rural
community, just 8 miles west of Gettysburg. The
kitchen, dining room, and living room feature an open
floor plan with south-facing windows and panoramic
views. There is a large master suite, with two
additional generously sized bedrooms and two full
baths. Ceramic tile and hardwood floors throughout.
Bonus 600 sq.ft. unfinished walk-up cape cod-style attic that can be used for storage or a
workshop, studio, playroom, etc. Solar electric and solar hot water systems, combined with
renewable energy credits, result in no net utility bills. Enjoy 80 acres of private secluded
property with scenic mountain vistas, organic vegetable gardens, and over one mile of walking
trails. Read more details here: 1134 Evergreen Way or look up MLS #21105782 on Realtor.com.
Contact Prudential realtor David Sites at 717-337-1188 to arrange a showing.

Building Lots for Sale

Build your green dream home at Hundredfold Farm – five building lots are still available.
Cohousing balances the traditional advantages of home ownership with the benefits of shared
common facilities and involvement in community governance. Individual homes are arranged to
preserve privacy while, at the same time, encouraging neighborly interaction. If you are
interested in a pastoral, secluded location that can provide food and energy security, while
sharing your living experience with a group of like-minded neighbors, you should come and take
a closer look!

Community members enjoy shared meals, social events, and gardening together. Our eco-
friendly designs include solar hot water and solar electric systems on each home plus an
innovative living machine wastewater treatment and recycling system. Call 717-334-9426 for
more information.

Please let us know if you are interested in staying on our list and/or take the opportunity to
update the information in our records. Following the "subscribe" link at the bottom will take you
to a form where you can enter updated information (and there's an "unsubscribe" link at the
bottom if you decide to opt out). You can also forward this message to someone who may be
interested in being added to our contact list and receiving this newsletter.
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